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Introduction



“Knowledge brokerage […] starts with the recognition that 

creating knowledge and formulating policy are two different 

processes.  The focus of knowledge brokering is not on 

transferring of the results of research, but on organising the 

interactive process between the producers (researchers) and 

users (policy makers) of knowledge so that they can co-

produce feasible and research-informed policy options.  

Knowledge brokering is a two-way process that aims to (1) 

encourage policy-makers to be more responsive to research 

findings, and (2) stimulate researchers to conduct policy-

relevant research and translate their findings to be meaningful 

to policy-makers.” (van Kammen, 2006).

Knowledge Brokerage & Science Policy Interface



• Divide perceived between science and policy > one-dimension 

transfer

• Today: multi-dimension and complex, many realms of knowledge

• inter-mediate players who actively mediates between science and 

policy

• Morgan (2010): people or organizations moving knowledge and 

creating connections between researchers and various audiences

• Pielke (2007): “The honest broker: making sense of science in 

policy and politics”

• event-driven KB: constraints on funding, time and people 

resources

• A variety of KB tools are available (Kneafsey et al. 2014)

Knowledge Brokerage & Science Policy Interface
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Multi-level view on System Innovation 

(Geels, 2002)
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NGO’s go for influence

Transition management 
facilitates 

transfers between 
the currencies and builds trust

Entrepreneurs go for profitPoliticians go for power
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for peer reviewed publications
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Different governance structures 

(van den Burgh et al 2013)
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KENGI-approach : role of scientists

Scientists (K) have to find their way within the KENGI 

context , important for the “wicked”scene:

Knowledge: peer-reviewed journals

Entrepreneurs: too little (cushion of 

intermediairies) or too much( his 

masters voice)

NGOs: own agenda’s.

Government: too little ( jargon) or too much (his 

masters voice)

Interested citizens: fed by wickipedia, U-tube,google……
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Collaborative (mode-2) research.
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Collaborative (mode-2) research.

KENGI-approach : role of scientists
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IP_New Mixed  

Farm

Different stakeholders (chicken-, pig-, dairyfarmers, greenhouses); no overall leadership
much relevant disciplinary research. Neighbours (=stakeholders) stop capture (NIMBY); 
role KB:  communication, “reduce number of arrows and link them”. Value creation, but 
not yet capture! 



Collaborative (mode-2) research.

KENGI-approach : role of scientists

Farmers, inspired by research, try to implement C2C farming. They are stopped by
environmental regulations. They are allowed an experimental set-up, supported by
fragmented research, which, so far, has not produced capture. Weak, fragmented
leadership. Role Transforum: “linking arrows”, resisting the urge to take charge.

Stakeholders

Research

Policy arena

propose create

design evaluate

capture

Policy cycle

SVD 

signal Implement

?

IP-NFW C2C agriculture.
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is concerned with:

• network building and knowledge exchange between 
kengi partners on

• integrated food clusters 

• with horizontal and vertical integration of food 
supply chains, 

• and their effect on resource use efficiency in terms 
of climate adaptation and mitigation strategies

Community of Practice 



• An international network (community)  of 
Integrated Food clusters

• Locally organised workshops with key actors  and 
key SME’s as task force for business development. 

• Bench marking methods and standards

• Reports on best practices, position paper

• First actions on business planning development: 
program office  

Community of Practice 



Community of Practice 



KB Set of Tools for Food Planning
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KB tool example: Living Labs

A Living Lab is a user-driven open approach towards 

innovation based on a business – citizens – government 

partnership:

• bringing the users early into the creative process in order to 

better discover new and emerging behaviours;

• bridging the innovation gap between technology 

development and the uptake of new products and services;

• allowing for early assessment of the socio-economic 

implications of new technological solutions.



KB tool example: Living Labs
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KB tool example: Living Labs



KB tool example: Maptable


